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We should be focused on providing the De-
partment of Interior with trained technical engi-
neers and other such necessary personnel to
review drilling permit applications both care-
fully and thoroughly.

Given the aftermath of the BP Qil spill, it is
easy to understand the importance of address-
ing all safety concerns prior to the issuance of
oil and gas lease sales.

Since the disaster federal safety regulations
have been tightened, spill containment re-
sponse capability has been enhanced and les-
sons have been learned.

These lessons must be understood by ev-
eryone involved in reviewing and approving
each and every application for permits and
lease sales.

Responsible onshore drilling includes having
our best minds working to carefully and dili-
gently review each application. This amend-
ment is intended to include both women and
minorities in the process.

This amendment is designed to ensure that
DOT is able to recruit, retain and train skilled
professionals, many of whom require a
science, technology, engineering, or math
(STEM) backgrounds. The DOT will be en-
couraged to reach out to high school students,
college students, and professional.

My Amendment establishes an Office of En-
ergy Employment and Training which will over-
see the efforts of the Department of Interior's
energy planning, permitting, and regulatory
actives related to this Act.

This Office will be responsible for issuing
quarterly reports to the Secretary which will in-
clude the amount of jobs created by the DOT,
as well as, reporting the types of job training
programs that have been implemented or pro-
posed.

This amendment also addresses the need
to encourage diversity within the Department
of Interior. By creating an the Office of Minor-
ity and Women Inclusion which is specifically
designed to encourage diversity by reaching
out to both women and minorities.

Specifically the DOT will have a Director ap-
pointed by the Secretary of the Interior who
will develop clear standards for equal employ-
ment opportunities and will address the need
for increased racial, ethnic, and gender diver-
sity at both the junior and senior management
levels of the Department.

This amendment would require the DOT to
take affirmative steps to seek diversity in the
workforce of the Department at all levels of
the Department.

These steps would include recruiting at his-
torically black colleges and universities, His-
panic-service institutions, and women’s col-
leges and other majority minority service insti-
tutions. The Department will be able to find
qualified candidates from diverse backgrounds
if they expand the pool of candidates from
which they select candidates.

The DOT would be required to sponsor job
fairs in urban communities and partner with or-
ganization that are focused on developing op-
portunities for both minorities and women in
the energy industry.

Again, it is the job of the Department of the
Interior to ensure that all lease sales meet the
highest reasonable standards for safety. This
amendment is meant to include encourage
and ensure that women and minorities have a
fair opportunity to participate in making these
types of decisions the DOI.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting my Amendment No. 27 to H.R. 4480.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. BASS).

The amendment was rejected.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Chair, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
BisHOP of Utah) having assumed the
chair, Mr. WESTMORELAND, Acting
Chair of the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
4480) to provide for the development of
a plan to increase oil and gas explo-
ration, development, and production
under oil and gas leases of Federal
lands under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Energy, the Secretary of the Interior,
and the Secretary of Defense in re-
sponse to a drawdown of petroleum re-
serves from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, had come to no resolution
thereon.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 34
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GARDNER) at 10 o’clock
and 59 minutes a.m.

———
DOMESTIC ENERGY AND JOBS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 691 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 4480.

Will the gentlewoman from Missouri
(Mrs. EMERSON) kindly take the chair.

J 1100
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
4480) to provide for the development of
a plan to increase oil and gas explo-
ration, development, and production
under oil and gas leases of Federal
lands under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, the Secretary of
Energy, the Secretary of the Interior,
and the Secretary of Defense in re-
sponse to a drawdown of petroleum re-
serves from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, with Mrs. EMERSON (Acting
Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
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amendment No. 27 printed in House Re-
port 112-540 offered by the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BASS) had
been disposed of.

Pursuant to clause 6 of rule XVIII,
proceedings will now resume on those
amendments printed in House Report
112-540 on which further proceedings
were postponed, in the following order:

Amendment No. 1 by Mr. HASTINGS of
Washington.

Amendment No. 7 by Mr. WAXMAN of
California.

Amendment No. 8 by Mr. CONNOLLY
of Virginia.

Amendment No. 9 by Mr. GENE GREEN
of Texas.

Amendment No. 11 by Mr. RUSH of I1-
linois.

Amendment No.
New Jersey.

Amendment No.
of Virginia.

Amendment No.

12 by Mr. HoLT of
13 by Mr. CONNOLLY

14 by Mr. AMODEI of

Nevada.

Amendment No. 15 by Mr. MARKEY of
Massachusetts.

Amendment No. 16 by Mr. LANDRY of
Louisiana.

Amendment No. 17 by Mr. RIGELL of
Virginia.

Amendment No. 18 by Mr. HOLT of
New Jersey.

Amendment No. 19 by Mr. WITTMAN
of Virginia.

Amendment No. 21 by Ms. BASS of
California.

Amendment No. 23 by Mrs. CAPPS of
California.

Amendment No. 25 by Ms. SPEIER of
California.

Amendment No. 26 by Ms. DELAURO

of Connecticut.

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes
the minimum time for any electronic
vote after the first vote in this series.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. HASTINGS

OF WASHINGTON

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Washington (Mr. HAS-
TINGS) on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the noes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 253, noes 163,
not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 392]

AYES—253
Adams Barrow Black
Aderholt Bartlett Blackburn
AKkin Barton (TX) Bonner
Alexander Bass (NH) Bono Mack
Altmire Benishek Boren
Amash Berg Boswell
Amodei Biggert Boustany
Austria Bilbray Brady (TX)
Bachmann Bilirakis Brooks
Bachus Bishop (GA) Broun (GA)
Barletta Bishop (UT) Buchanan
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